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extent to which the Decalogue h
our lawsg(see Jefferson panel, bele
objective historians and legal scholars
agree with the late Chief Justice Rehnquist
that the Commandments “have had a sig-
nificant impact on the development of
secular legal codes” Recent attempts to
display_the Commandments in Kentucky,
includifig right here in Garrard County, have
led to controversy, litigation and, candidly,
sometimes confusing judicial rulings from

' the courts.

It's unfortunate that the controversy
sometimes causes people to lose sight of just
how influential the Decalogue has been in

- our society. We feel that this is a matter of
history, not religion. It’s something that can
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all. However, we do have the right
he public about this particular,
hlghly influential source of Western law and
we have chosen to do so with this display.
We hope all who view this display will
learn something from it and will come
to appreciate in a greater degree just how
blessed we all are to live in a country where,
as George Washington wrote in his letter to
the Jewish congregation of Newport, quoting
Micah 4:4, we have a government that gives
“to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no
assistance” and where “every one shall sit
under his own vine and fig tree, and there

shall be none to make him afraid.”.
John P. Wilson
Garrard County
Judge-Executive




